A. 1742-3.]             DEBATE ON THE ARMY.

represent them, Hanover is much nearer to danger than
Britain; and, therefore, they only fight for their own pre-
servation; since, though they have for a single year been
blessed with a neutrality, it cannot be imagined, that the
same favour will be always granted them, or that the
French, when they have overrun all the rest of Germany,
will not annex Hanover to their other dominions.

Besides, my lords, it is well known, that Hanover is
equally engaged by treaty with Britain to maintain the
Pragmatick sanction, and that a certain proportion of
troops are to be furnished. But, my lords, as to the march
of that body of forces, I have yet heard no account. Will
any lord say that they have marched ? I, therefore, sup-
pose, that the wisdom and justice of our ministers has com-
prehended them in the sixteen thousand who are to fatten
upon British pay, and that Hanover will support the Prag-
matick sanction at the cost of this inexhaustible nation.

The service which those troops have already done to the
common cause, has been urged with great pomp of exag-
geration, of which what effect it may have had upon others,
I am not able to say; for my part, I am convinced, that the
great happiness of this kingdom is the security of the esta-
blished succession ; and am, therefore, always of opinion,
that no measures can serve the common cause, the cause
of liberty, or of religion, or of general happiness, by which
the royal family loses the affections of the people. And I
can with great confidence affirm, that no attempt for many
years has raised a greater heat of resentment, or excited
louder clamours of indignation, than the hire of Hanove-
rian troops; nor is this discontent raised only by artful
misrepresentations, formed to inflame the passions, and
perplex the understanding; it is a settled and rational dis-
like, which every day contributes to confirm, which will
make all the measures of the government suspected, and
may in time, if not obviated, break out in sedition,

A jealousy of Hanover has, indeed, for a long time pre-
vailed in the nation.    The frequent visits of our kings to
their electoral dominions, contrary to the original terms on
which this crown was conferred upon them, have inclined
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